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— of the 6 1 5 
ret with Pleaſure T fee, Ty this FRO „ 
= 2 Grand-Jury that I am convinced do not re- 
quire much to be ſaid to them, toinfttuftthem 
in their Duty, or the Occaſion of their being 
called here: However, Cuſtom makes it ne- 
ceſſary that ſomething ſhould: be faid to you 
rapes from the Bench: I hope therefore you! will 
giver me your Patience, if, inſtead of confining myſelf to to Sub- 
Jedts that relate more immediately to your Office as a Grand 
ury, 1 take up ſome Part of your Time in treating of a Mat- 
of more general Uſe, and of the greateſt Importance'to the 
Publick: Safety; the Laws VLNESS OF "Durant 


. an 2 85 Enemy. 150 1 8 
pe, . Nt 
Ir may, perhaps, at fiſt View, OY Se * there 
ſhould be any Occalion'to prove a T hing i in its own Nature 
Jo eyident: "But whoever reflects, that this very Point has taken 
up a conſiderable Part of che publick Debates in a-neighbouri 
Government; to which we are nearly related, and what 
Number of Abettors the Aﬀertors of 'the Unlawfulneſs of #7 
kind of Defence have found, will be leſs ſufprized at it, For 
my own Part, I look upon this Doctrine not only to be with- 
out Warrant or Colour, either from Reaſon or Revelation; 
but in its Conſequences pernicious to Society, and intirgly in- 
Ar eonfiſtent with, fn deſtructive of all civil ( Sieinment; But 
28 Opinions, otherwife than as they are ſupported by Reaſon, 
ought to be but of little Authority; I IN Cds to diſculs 
Ho this Point fairly,” and to {et the Matter in & true 


ighe. 
* 5 ri boy che Cafe e Lay of Nature. 


(4) 
Second iy, That no Religion founded upon any pre- 
tended ſupernatural Revelation of the Will of G O D, can T 
ttue, that is inconſiſtent with or repugnant to the Law of Natur 
And Yirahy, I propoſe to examine ſome of the principal Au- 
thorities from Holy Writ, which the Patrons and Aſſertors of 
the Unlawfulneſs of Defence, under the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, 
have adduced to prove their Point; and to ſhew that theſe 
Authorities are ſo far from ſupporting their Doctrine, that they 


are either quite foreign to the Caſe, or that ey militate 
directiy againſt the Adducers of them, 


8 . * N . 
Pe ena IP TO CCI OT Is . Ay wn FO. 


SMR Men of great Learnjng and Knowledge EPPS ; 
themſelves and the World, with endeavouring to diſcover, 
what great End the Supream Being propoſed to himſelf in the 
Creation of the World, and of Mankind jn particular; „ and 
have formed various Cori eftures about it. Certain, ver, 
F ig that an Addition to "His own Happinefs could not be the 
Motive ;,'. beeatiſe: He muſt neceſſarily. ;have been infinitely 
Happy from all Eternity. And it is no leſs certain, that ſuch 
Being, as we all underſtand GO to be, a Being of infinite 
Geodneſs and Benevolence, could not poſſibly intend-the' Miſery 
and Unhappineſs of a Number of rational Creatures; by him- 
Fl to be brought into Exiſtence out of nothing: On t con- 
 #atry,: no other End than the -Happineſs of Mankind in, their 
Greation, can conſiſt with the natural Notions. we entertain vf 
GOD. I chen it be admitted, that GOD created them with 
View to their on Happineſs, it muſt, neceſſarily follow, that 
he afforded them the Means of acquiring ſuch. a, Degree of it 
gs he intended them, and as was ſuitable to their Circumſtances 
in the World wherein he had placed them. Accordingly, we 
And the great: Author: of our Being has ſo faſhioned and contrived 
aus, that a Deſire of Happineſs, which is of ſo much Importance 
4 #0 us and the End of our Creation, is made the very firſt 
Principle, on Law of out Natures. And it is reaſonable te 
Juppoſe, that in a State of Nature the firſt Things upon which 
Mien caſt their Thoughts, were the procuring Food to ſatisfy the 
Ctavings of Appetite; Raiment and Houſes to ſhelter them 
tom the Injury and Inclemeney of the Seaſons, with ſuch other 
| -Convenietices of Life as concerned their immediate Preſervation 
and Comfort. But, alas! Experience muſt very ſoon have taught 
them, that theſe Things were yaſtly inſufficient for their — 7 
Pleat Happineſs 3 and, that, were they to ſtop there, they wou 
All: infinitely ſhort of the End. Liſe and Liberty, the imme- 
_ tate Gifts of GO, ere common t to all Men; and everx 
Man had a Natural Title to an uncontrouled Enjoyment: of 
them, and, conſequently, a Right to preſervè and defend oy 
rom 
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„ all other Proyiſions or Lays would have 
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Judge or Umpire, and ſubmits his 


7; Ya! 
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from the Injuries and Attempts of others, as they eoncern'd; 


4 


Time, 4 


political Societies, muſt have ſuffered much, as the pak Inno: 
cent and Weak were expoſed tothe Inſults and Invaſi 


tural Deſire then of Happineſs, and that Principle of Sel f. Pre: 


em 9 for 


f Laws, ani of Government, as abſolutely neceſſary, and with= 


5 - 


Os hugh e e en 


3 


einouſneſs of the Facts, in his Opinion, deſery'd : But in the 
ther. Caſe, Raving given up har "6gtural Right ef private 
Judgment into the Hands of the Community, he reſorts to the 
,ommunity, when he thinks he is injured, as to a, common 
e or Umpir d ſubmit Gauſe to be determined by 

e eſtabliſhed Rules, of the Socjety for deciding Controverſies 
between'the Members of it, indifferently. But Societies them 
ſelves, with re ard to one another, having no common Judge 
ort een them to whom. they can appeal, may be properly ſaid 
to be in a State of Nature, and to Tetain that Right of private 
Judgment, that .every ſingle Man natyrally had, to repel and 


1 


uniſh Injuries committed againſt them. And it would be 
xceedingly ridiculous: to ſuppoſe, that a Number of Men, 


formed 


AY 


on a united into a PS Society. for their. common 


ety aud ineſs, ſhould thereby loſe any Part of that na- 
we J Riche. 6 ee and defending themſelves from a fo- 5 


. Enemy, at every Individual had before ſuch Union. 4 


* F ag Men muft 11 1 miſerable che the Aid of 
Government and civil Society; the Preſervation and Defence 


of that Government or Society muſt neceſſarily have been 


WI e by the Law of Nature, and conſequently y agreeable to the 
ill of G QD, who Was the Author of that Law. and had 
given ks no other general Rule. Let us then confider in 


We Maaner any political Society can poſſibly” be affected, ſo 


2 to make any kind of Defence neceſſary for its Preſervation. 
And it cannot poſſibly bappen but one of theſe two Ways, 
to wit, either from ſome of the Members of the Society con: 
ſpixing 2 a inſt it, and acting contrary to the Laws and funda- 
mental ( 1 19 of it; or from ſome foreign Enemy, by 
Force of Arms. It will be readily yielded, by thoſe that oppo 
the Lawfulneſs of Arms, that Rebels and Traitors ought" to be 
puniſhed according to the utmoſt Rigour | of the Laws t 
violate, becauſe they themſelves are Parties to thoſe Laws, 555 


bound to the Obſervance of them hy their own Compacts. 
But what is to be done in caſe of a foreign Enemy, ſeeing here | 


is po Compact? I know of no Alternative, but the Relying upon 
Prayers and Tears, or reſiſting by Force. And if the Aid o 
12 and Tears may be relied on in ſuch Caſes, they 

be depended on againſt Rebels and T raitors, 900 in all ol er 
3 and conſequently alf Government is uſeleſs. © But the 

ſefulneſs and Neceſſity of Government has. been already 

jewn, as alſo the RI vg of pr pixferving it: And if Force is at 
al 0 1 Medium dan poſſibly, be affigned 

etween th Regs the « greateſt Degree of it; and there is no 
y. to reſiſt an Army but by an Amy, nor, 7 repel Farce 
ere * belięve it wil W infi ited on, that a 
ictment againſt the Coal and rincip pal ficers of 2 
invadin Army, would LY all at alt; 3.4 and any Attempt 
of that. Ort would ſerve 20 85 au gh'd at, and to be 
flanding Jeſt 2 the Reg of Mankind. I then Govetr 
ment is clential te human Happineſs, as bas been ſeen ff 
the Preſervation. of Government is equally eſſential ; and 


Force is neceſſary to the Preſervation of Gorernme it; it ver 
| Keel 'of ben | 
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As I have mentioned the Law of Nature to you, and have 


F 3 the Practice of Morality is I « 
Part of the Law of Nature; and is fo abſolutely effential tg 


R 


1 FM - 7 2 40. 4:5 4 | "- 
,ropoſed to ſhew, that no Religion, founded upon any pretended 
nel Revelation of 6005, Win can be true, that is 
repugnant to the Law of Natute; it will be proper, © explain 
to you what I mean by it. By the Law of Nature then, is 
ant the Law of Reaſon, or in other Words, it is fuch a 
Rule ſor the Doing what is fit and proper for rational Crex- 
tures to do as they are capable of diſcovering by the right Uſe 
of their natural Faculties, unaſſiſted by ſupernatural Revelation. 
This Law, of Reaſon is the general L. of our Natures, an 
claims GOD for its Author; and therefore may with the 
greateſt Truth and Propriety, be called the Law of GOD Him- 


| felf, And as GOD is infinitely wiſe and good, it would be down- 


right Blaſphemy to ſay, or to ſuppoſe, that he wouldfgive Men 


3 Rule for their Conduct that was not adequate to the End for 


which he gave it; or that a Conformity of human Actions ta 
is general Law of GOD, would not juſtify Men in his Sight; 
ind much more to ſay; it would diſpleaſe Him. © Whatfoever 
8 was right, whatſoever was fit, whatſoever was lawful 
for Men to do, in order to procure Happineſs, under the Law of 
Nature, muſt have been eternally ſo, as being founded in the 
very Nature and Reaſon, of Things: And whatſoever is right, 
t and lawful from the Nature and Reaſon of Tb, muſt 
neceſſarily continue to be right, fit and lawful to all Eternity: 
880 is the ſame to Day, Veſterday and forever: In him is 
no Change or Variableneſs at all; but his Ways are conſtant 
and uniform. Hence it thoft evidently follows, that any Re- 
ligion, or any Part of a Religion, that is pretended to be built 
n a ſupernatural Diſcovery of GOD's Will, cannot poſfibly 
true, that is inconſiſtent with, or repugnant to the primary 
Law of GOD, or Law of Nature, which is the ſame Thing; 


"7 becauſe.ir would imply Imperfection, Change and Variableneſs 


n GOD, which are contraty to his very Nature. For In- 
ality is of eternal Obligation; and 


Man's Happineſs, that without it he cannat poſſibly be happy i 


= any Degree: Juftice, Benevolence and Gratitude are moral 


Virtues : Now, ſuppoſe it poſlible that any Perſon having 4 


WE -] ower, or appearing to have Power, to work the moſt ſtupen- | 
dous Miracles, ſhould pretend an Authority from GOD to 


* 


teach Mankind, that the Exerciſe of Juſtice, Benevolence and 


Gratitude was wrong and diſpleaſing to GON; would ſuch 4 


erſon deſerve any Credit? And would not all wiſe and goo 


Men conclude him to be either a Devil or an Impoſtor ? Surely 
hey would! And the Reaſon is plain, becauſe ſuch Doctrine 
8 dhmetrically oppoſite to right Reaſon, and cantgary to . 


; * 
— 


1 


natural Notions of GOD. Now as Government and political { 
Society have been clearly ſhewn, from the very Nature and 
Reaſon of Things, to be eſſentially neceſſary to human Happi- 
neſs ; that the Preſeryation of Society is no leſs eſſential; and 
that Force is requiſite to that Preſervation ; If any Man, or 
even an Angel from Heaven, ſhould pretend an Authority from 


«Ss A. 1 TY 


GOD eee all kind of Defence to be unlawful, he 


Lx none, from this Manner of ſpeaking, imagine that I 
intend to inſinuate any thing to the Prejudice or Diſcredit of 
the ſacred Writings, or to caſt any Imputations upon the 
Bible: Far, very far, be that from my Thoughts. On the 
' contrary, though I do inſiſt that the Bible would be 
no Warrant, nor ought to be of any Authority to ſup- 
ort a Doctrine inconſiſtent with human Happineſs, by 
prohibiting the neceſſary Means leading to it; yet, I do like- 
wiſe aſſert, that it cannot juſtly be impeached with any thing 
of this Nature. And I hope I ſhall be able clearly to make 
out, to your Satisfaction, that there is not the lèaſt Colour of 
7 from the Scriptures, to prove that a juſt and neceſſary 
War is forbidden to Chriſtians ; but'that thoſe Texts of — * 
ture that are commonly made uſe of by thoſe who deny the 
Lawfulneſs of Self-Defence to Chriſtians, are eithef miſunder- 
ſtood or groſly perverted by them. It would detain you toe 
long, Gentlemen, were I to examine and conſider all the Parti 
of Scripture that have been frequently cited upon this Occaſion. 
I ſhall therefore ſelect ſome of the brikcipal T =tts that 'I find 
quoted by an Author of very great Note“ and ſome others on 
the ſame Side of the Queſtion, and endeavour to ſhew that 
they carry no ſuch Interpretation as theſe People pretend. 


fakt to be rejected as a Liar and an Impoſtor. Thoſe there- f 
ore that pretend to make out from tlie Bible, that War, in i 
every Shape, is forbidden under the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, will 0 
infallibly prove the Bible itſelf to be wrong, or theinſelves ts 
de very wrong Interpreters of it. J 8 
5 } 

"o] 


Tu osx Parts of Scripture that are alledged as Authorities 
in this Caſe, are ſaid to be either Propheſies, importing an en- 
tire Ceſſation of War under the Goſpel; poſitive n 
78 5 75 the Uſe of the Sword to Chriſtians; or general 
Precepts, that prove War to be incompatible with Chriſtianity, 
nd oppoſite to the Temper and Spirit of the Goſpel.* To the 
Gf of theſe, the famous Propheſies in the Books of {aiah and 
. are conſtantly cited, and great Streſs has been laid thereon; 
in order therefore to the clear Underſtanding this Fropheſy, 1 
eee e 
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Will trouble you with the Paſſage at large, which runs thus: 
And it ſhall come ta paſs in the laft Days, that the Mountain of. 
the Lord's Houſe ſhall be ęſtabliſped in the Top of the Meuntains.. 
and fhall be exalted above the Hills; And all Nations ſhall flaw 
unto it. Aud many People ſhall go and ſay, Come ye and let us go 
up to the Mountain of the Lord, to the Houſe of the God of 
7 8 and he will teach us of his Way, and we will walk in his 
aths ; for out of Zion ſhall go forth the Law ; and the Word of 
the Lord from Jeruſalem. And he ſhall judge among the Nations 
and ſhall rebuke many People And they ſball beat their Swords _ 
into Plow-Jhares, and their Spears into Pruning- Hooks ; Nation 
| fhall not lift up Sword againſt Nation, neither ſhall they learm 
War any more. Oh Houſe of Jacob come ye and let us walk in 


* 


ite Light of the Lord. Happy, happy, oh happy indeed will 


the World be in the bleſſed Accompliſhment of this Propheſy 1 
The true and genuine ConftruQtion of this Paſſage appears ma- 
nifeſtly to be, That in the latter Ages of the World, or in tha 
Fulneſs of the Goſpel-Times, all Nations ſhall fo univerſally. 
adhere to the Law of GOD, that Righteouſneſs ſhall be eſtab- 
liſhed in the Earth; every Man ſhall do what is right and juſt x 
none ſhall injure or violate the Right of his Brother, his Neigh- 
bour, or his Friend; and in Conſequence of this, War will 
naturally ceaſe and be abaliſhed, as the Effect will naturally 
vaniſh when the Cauſe is taken away; Swords, Spears, and 
other warlike Implements will become uſeleſs Lumber, or in 
the Language of the Prophet, may be converted into Plow- 
Shares, and other Implements of Huſbandry. Now as no Man 
can pretend that the Propheſy in this Senle is yet accompliſhed; 
but that theſe happy Days, this glorious Reformation is yet to 
be expected in GOD's due time, it is certainly a moſt unnatu- 
ral Concluſion, to infer, that War, which was lawful in order to 
3 repel lawleſs Force, ſhall become unlawful before lawleſs Force 
zs eradicated and extinguiſhed from. amongſt Men. Let us, fox 


Illuſtration of this Matter, ſuppoſe the Prophets to bave faid, 


hat in the Fulneſs of the Goſpel-Times the Earth ſhall ſpori- 
taneouſly pour forth her Increaſe; Corn, Wine and Oil ſhall- 
flow without the Hand of the Labourer ; ' Plow-ſhates and 
.Pruning-hooks fhall then become uſeleſs ; Labour and Toil, 


the fad Effects of the Fall of Man, ſhall uttetly ceaſe and be no 
more. Would not that Man, who in the Expectation of the 


F Accompliſhment of ſuch a Propheſy, ſhould negle to cultivate 
and ſow his Field, or to prune his Vineyard, before the promi- 


ſed Time, be in Danger of Statving? And might he not juſtly 
be reputed mad by the reſt of Mankind? And yet upon no 
better Foundation do they build, who affirm the Unlawfulneſs 
of War, upon the 9 the before · cited * ef 


5 


WY TH E noted Writer before mentioned urges againſt the 
Lawfulneſs of War, That CnRIST faid his * 
&* of this World, and therefore that his Servants ſhall not 
40 fight: Prepoſteroully inferring, that becauſe CHR IS rf would 
not permit his Diſciples to fight in a Cafe wherein Fighting 
would have been quite improper, that therefore thoſe that fight 


in any Caſe are not the Diſciples. or Servants of CHRIST. 
_ have wonder'd to find the Place here alladed to, fo mon- 
trouſly tortured and perverted by this Author, and others, 
contrary.to the expreſs Senſe and Meaning of it! Our Saviour 
eing queſtioned by Pilate concerning his being King of the 
2ws,. and of the Offence he had been guilty of towards the 
zws, by whom he ſtood accuſed, and who had delivered him 
unto Pilate, anſwered, My Kingdom is not of this Wirtd : If my 
| 2 were of this World, then would my Servants fight that I 


ald not be delivered to the Jews: But now is my Ki ngdom not 


7 ews, who entertaitied groſs and partial 


* 


* 4 8 * # „ oo 
"© © =) „i 3 
| HMR aps afe XR 
C55 2 1 
tp bh 


* 


Queltion about a Matter of F4Q ; whether the Weapo © 
uloof in the Propagation of GHxtsr's Kingdom Were carna! 


gle of Ons rz A hopeful. Inference truely? Kere Was a 
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this 


ot garnet, bs "Piritual: Bit fays our celebrated Writer, 


Weapons made 


= dick 


(11 ) 

r fpiritual : F he Apoſtle, - who figuratively was a Soldier i 
88 's Cauſe, e ee and Al the hor. | 
quere ſpiritual and not carnal; Ergo, quoth our Author, th 
Utſe of carnal 1 are uplaveul to Chriſtians. Is this a 
fair Concluſion ? | 


Uſe of the Sword e in al Caſes. It is ſomewhere ſaid, 

the ſame Apoſtle was a Tent-maker, and if it had been added, 

that he was not a Shoemaker ; the Concluſion that therefore 

Shoemaking was unlawful, would be equally juft, as to infer, 

that becauſe carnal Weapons were not uſed by Chriſtian Prieſts 

in a Caſe wherein they could have been of 5 Service, * 
therefore, it is unlawful to uſe them in any Caſe. 


. 7 _ Y 


| Tu RE " Apoſtle James teſtifies, That Wars and Strifes come 
1 from the Luſis which war in the Members of carnal Men : But, 
tial Jays our Author, true Chriſtians have crucified the Fleſh with 


be⸗ 4 iꝗs Affections and Luſts: Therefore War is unlawful. How 
em, does this Concluſion follow from the Premiſes? Every kind of 
ale. Wickedneſs proceeds from the ſame Cauſe here aſſigned by the 
arts | Apoſtle for Wars and Strifes: Does it therefore follow that no 
r- 8 Fore of Wickedneſs is to be reſiſted or puniſhed ? If fo, we may 
res. hake Hands with all Government: Treaſons, Murders, 
VIEt 2 and every other Crime, ſhall go unpuniſhed, ſeeing they 
ro- all come from the Luſts that war in the Members of carnal 
ld 3 Ne It is not denied but War is a very bad Thing, and 
'dy brings dreadful Conſequences along with it. The fame may 
Nel be ſaid of Law-Suits. But does it therefore follow that an un» 
this juſt Invaſion of our Country, by foreign Enemies, is not to be 
Un. oppoſed. or reliſted; or that we are not to conteſt an unjuſt 
m, Claim ſet up againſt our Eſtates, In either Caſe, one Side 
but muſt be wrong; and it is the Agreſſor, the Wrong-Noer, that 
ind is chargeable with the Conſequences, and not thoſe who inno- 
Ces cently and rightfully defend their Lives or their Properties. 
1 And I ſhould be glad to learn from ſuch as infer the Unlaw- 


— fulneſs of War from this Text, how any other Strife comes to 

be lawful; and in particular, how they will juſtify going o 
| Law upon any Pretence whatſoever ; » for * it 8 not be 
contended, that going to Lay is not Strife, 


2 Ae Aix! the Apoſtle faith, That we fight not 405 Pb 
and Blocd. But, ſays our Author, * outward War is accord- 
ing to the Fleſh, 5 againſt Fleſh and Blood: fore 
War is noways. lawful to Chriſtians.” But how fairly is this 
Conſequence drawn? Saint Paul was a Chriſtian Prieſt, im- 
plojed to ſpread and. * the Goſpel; Preaching was his 
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Profeſſion, not War. This being the real Fact, the Apoſtle 
mentions it as ſuch. And if he had ſaid, wy diſpute not about 


Men's Properties or Eſtates, which was likewiſe true, he 


would thereby as much have condemn'd the Profeſſion of the 


Law, as he does, in this Place, the Unlawfulneſs of War. 


BU r, it is ſaid, we are commanded not to reſiſt Evil, 


ut whoſoever 2 mite thee on the one Cheek, to turn the other: 


And if any Man ſue thee at the Law, and take away thy Coat, 
| give him thy Cloak alſo, &c. Now theſe Words are either to 
be taken in a reſtrained and qualified Senſe, or in a literal and 

unqualified Senſe. Let the Advocates for the Unlawfulneſs of 


War, upon this Authority, take them either way, and they © | 


will find themſelves hooked into a Dilemma, If the Words 


be taken in a qualified Senſe, they will 'not prove the Point 
contended for: And taken the other Way, they will prove 


too much; for not only War becomes unlawful, but going to 


Law in Defence of Property, and all Puniſhment of Criminals, 
will be likewiſe unlawful, which is contrary to their avowed 


Principles and Practices. For if can never be pretended, that 


| the Hanging a Thief or a Murderer is not reſiſting of Evil; 
of, that he that proſecutes another at the Law, for an unjuſt 


Violence committed againſt his Perſon or Eftate, conforms to 
the literal Senſe of the Text. The Truth is, that the Words 
Sited, with all that follow to the End of the Chapter, were 


| Hpoken by CHRIS T to his Diſciples only, and ſeem to be in- 
tended as Rules to them, for their Conduct and Behaviour, in 


the Diſcharge of their Miniſtry, in order to convert Men to 5 


_ Chriſtianity. But if we admit that they were intended as 
 Leffons to Chriſtians in general, they can import no more 
than that it is not lawful to revenge Injuries, ahd that, in many 
Caſes, it is better patiently to bear ſome Injuries than to ſeek 

| Redreſs and Satisfaction by returning them. | 
Wźů.en I conſider the Abilities of the Author fo often 
Juoted, and how great a Net of Reaſon he appears to be 


when he has Reaſon on his Side; and compare therewith his 


"Manner of” Defending the Poſition, ** That War is unlawful 
<©,to*Cbriftians ;” I confeſs, I am tempted to call his Sincerity 
in Queſtion. His Inferences and Concluſions are certainly un- 
wotthy his great Parts. And his conſtantly Coupling Revenge 


be à Piece of Craft, calculated to deceive and miſlead the Un- 
wary. No Chriſtian, I believe, ever doubted that Revenge 
woas unlawful to Chriſtians; but how will it be made out that 
(FREIE can be no War -without Revenge? As well may 5 1 
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and War together, as if they were convertible Terms, ſeems to 
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e | 
faid, that putting a Malefactor to Death is: Revenge, as that 
Killing Men, in Defence of our Lives, is fo. Nay, it looks 
more like Revenge to put a Man to Death in cool Blood, after 

the Fact, than to kill him in the Attempt, in order to prevent 
him. ChRIST, ſaith our Author, the Prince of Peace, 

„ hath expreſsly prohibited his Children all Violence.“ Could 
this Man be ignorant that the Violence here prohibited is an 
unjuſt and forceible Attack upon the Rights of others; and not 
the Reſiſting of ſuch unjuſt Force? I ſhould be glad to know 

how Hanging a Murderer or Thief can be done without Vio- 
lence? Antl if Violence is lawful after the Fact is committed, 
T ſhould gladly be informed, by ſome diſtinguiſhing Head, how 
Violence comes to be unlawful (when all other Means fail) in 


% 


order to prevent the Miſchief. © | 


Dor Good for Evil, Loving our Enemies, aud Praying 
for thoſe that perſecute and calumniate us, are, no doubt, 
Chriſtian Duties : So are Cloathing the Naked and Feeding the 
Hungry. But, as we are not required to cloath the Naked and 

feed the Hungry, and want ourſelves ; ſo neither are we obliged 
to ſtrengthen the Hands of an Enemy againſt ourſelves; nor 
to pray for his Succeſs, when he aims Deſtruction at our Heads; 
nor to love him as if he was our Friend. We ought,” indeed, 
to exerciſe Kindneſs aud Humanity tqwards our Enemies, when 
we have them in our Power, and may do it with Security tp 
ourſelves; try to win and reclaim them, by Gentleneſs, For- 

bearance and Charity, and to pray that GOD may turn their 

Hearts; which is all that theſe Precepts require... 


I proved to you in the Beginning, Gent linen, that no ſuper- 
natural Revelation of GO Dis Will, can poſſibly be contradic- 
tory or repugnant to Reaſon, which is the natural Revelation 
of his Will. I laid it down, as a Ground- Work, that GOD 

intended our Happinefs in our Creation. I have ſhewn that 
 Goyernment and Political Society are abſolutely eſſential to 
human Happineſs; that the Preſervation of Government is 
equally eſſential; that Force is neceſſary to that Preſervation, 


and conſequently, that War was allowable under the Law af 


Nature. And, I think, it is ſo apparent, from what has heen 
ſaid, that the Scripture cannot be juſtly impeached with Altering 
the Law of Nature in this Point; or of having taken away 
Man's natural Right to ſeek that Happineſs which GOD origi- 
nally deſign'd him, by forbidding Chriſtians to defend their 
Lives and Properties when they are unjuſtly invaded ; that no 
& 2ntelligent Man, who examines it with an impartial, unpreju- 


| Hiced Mind, can haye he leaſt Dyubt about it. 
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ble from Government, and included in the very Idea of it, I 


the Legiſlature, conſent to the Enacting Sanguinary and 
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ne than what is called Uniformity, or the being ſo attached to | 


| ebene to Chriſtnus, 155 ta me, a moſt capital Error; 


(14) 


Ir the Right ue Force is not connected with and pe 


ſhould be glad io know, how the lawful eee or Mandates 
of the civil Magiſtrate can poſſibly be executed in Caſe of 
Diſobedience?F We ſee that was a very People who aſſert 
the Unlawfulneſs of all Manner of Defence, willingly ſerve in 


? other Penal Laws, act as Sheriffs, ferve upon Juries, fit 
in Courts of Judicature, and there try and condemn Men 
to Death. Is it not Amazing, that any Men ſhould take 
it into their Heads that it is lawful for one Chriſtian forceibly 
to put another to Death, after his Hands are tied behind him, 
and yet think it unlawful to bind him by Force, or even to kill 
him. in his unJawful Reſiſtance ? | Suppoſe a Banditti of ag 
Hundred ſtout, reſolute Fellows ſhould affemble together, com- 


mit Murthers; Napes, Robberies, deſtroy and lay waſte all be- 


fore them; What ſtead do you think the Conſtables and their 
Sta ves would ſtand you in, in order to ſubdue ſo many aſſociated | 
Villains 3 and more eſpecially, if it: be.not lawful even for the . 
. Conſtables to make an Uſe of their Staves in Caſe of Reſiſtance. 
If it be faid, that a Conftable, being an Officer of the Law, 
\ gnay be allowed to — Uſe of his Staff in Caſe of Neceſſity, 
ſeeing the Law has put it into his Hands; I aſk why he may 
mot KI Uſe of a Gun, or a Sword, in the like Neceſſity, 
put into his Hands by the ſame ee e If it be anſwered, 


Chat a Gun or a Sword may kill: I reply, fo may a Conſtable's 


Staff. And if Conſtables, or other Officers of the Law, may 1 


> make Uſe of Guns and Swords, in Caſes of Neceflity, I would 2; 


willingly be informed, why all other Men have not the ſame 

Liberty under the like Neceflity. In 4 Word, Gentlemen, to 
lo er Uſefulneſs of civil Government to Mankind; and | 
to advance the Poſition, that Force and all Manner of Self- 
Defence is unlawful, is a Syſtem un of e e 1 big 


5 zunars . thay think it {An that L vho — \ 
| A educated amongſt, and have always profeſs'd myſelf to be 
of the Society of the People called Sualers, ſhould, in this 
publick Manner, declare myſelf ſo oppotite to their Sentiments, 
zn the Point of Defence. I would have ſuch to delieve, that 
the Love of my Country, the Love of Mankind in general, | 
-but above all, ch the Love of Truth, is of greater Concernmentfto | 


— 


any particular Party in Religion, as to eſpouſe, or ſeem to 
eſpouſe; any of che Errors of it. That of the Unlawfulneſs of 
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Governor, from a. Teal to bis. Majefty's.Servic 
rity of ſuch bf his Macy's Subjects as he ig 


TH) - 5 | 
not only dangerous to Society in Ne as L lave already ſaidz 
and ineonſiſtent with the very Nature of oivil:Communatiesg 
but, more particularly, of extream Danger eto ourſel ves, at this 
eritical Donjun@ure, His Majeſty is already enguged in ajuft 
and. neceſfary War with Spin; And a War wich 63 
nerally look*d-upon as uf eidable. The Provincevef Pl 


 ſylvania, and theſe Counties, are in the very Centre of his Ma- 


jeſty's Colonies in America. The French are ſettled within a 
The Ocean bounds us to the Eaſtward, and will admit of t 


7 


— 


Landing of any Number of Men, almoſt every where. In 


Caſe chen of Mar with Hane, ſo much to be apprehended 3 


| how diſmal is our Situation ! ſeeing we are ſo much expoſed. 


on each Side, and of all his Majpſtyis, Coll 
the only ones that are without Troops, witho 
without -Ammunition : Ind all this SW to an 


without Arms, and 
frtion 


Authority appointed to protect and govern, has Ftequent | 
vain, warmly recommended. this Thing to, the Aſſemblies of 
both Governments; and hg bebmer pf tfwered by one of 
them, ** that all Defence was, according to the religious Per- 
e ſuaſion of the Majority of their Henle, un 
here I profeſs myſelf at a very great Loſs, in what Manner to 


= juſtify, or even excuſe, the Conduct of my Brethren. The 


2 ſons, by Plotting and N 
cChoſen into the Legiſlatura, -atia evi 


being really principled againſt the Lawfulneſs of Self- Defence, 


is, in itſelf innocent, as proceeding from an ill- informed. 


Judgment, and only thews'the Vnſieneſe of thoſe who are ſa. 
principled to be imployad n Leeillation, But when ſuch Per- 

ment, procure themſelves to be. 
nl Time, meerly to keep 
„ whoſe religious Principles 


out and tie up the Hands gf 


leave them at Liberty to provide for the Defence of their Coun- 
try, in Caſe of a foreign Invaſion; it amounts to a negative 


Perſecution, and becomes highly blameable. The General 
Aſſembly of theſe Counties, at the n Inſtance of our, 
Honourable Governor, hath, indeed, very. lately paſs'd a Mi- 


# litia-Law, in ſpight of the Oppoſition made, by thoſe Who 
affirm all War to be unlawful, who happened to be the Mino- 


tity. This is ſo far right, as it is Doing all in our Power; 


but, in Truth, can be of very little Security to us, ſo long as 


the Province of Peunſilvania continues unprovided of all Meang + 
of Defence; and it muſt ever continue ſa unprovided, ſq long 
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- ab nine Tenths of the Members. ob bi a ſuck' as are 
perſuaded, Defence is unlawful. I therefore thought it, Gen 
mens high Eime to examine and expoſe a Doctrine ſo abſurd iſti 
and ſo ruinous in its Conſequences. It has been with 
was View that Ihave taken up ſo much of your. Nel Ho p 
wal 11 wore: op in it, 1 leave "hora to Ja. 
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